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ORGAN DONORS IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

(Summarised from the Australia and New Zealand Organ Donation Registry Report 2004)
For more detail please refer to Website: www.anzdata.org.au
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Donor figures for 2003 include three donors who went to
the operating theatre but organs were not retrieved.

One Queensland donor had a malignancy, one Victorian
donor had disease of the kidneys and liver and one
Western Australian donor had positive serology, with no
suitable recipients.

In 2003 there was a range between the States of four
donors per million population (dpmp) in Tasmania to 15
dpmp in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT); popula-
tion adjusted to include the NSW Southern Area Health
Region and 25 dpmp unadjusted.

Historically the comparison of organ donation rates between
states and countries has been based upon donors per million
population (dpmp).

However, using the number of deaths and therefore the ability
of a deceased person to be a donor as the denominator may be
a more reasonable way of comparing donation rates (fig.9.2).

Australian data on deaths for 2003 are not available until
August of 2004.
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DONOR PROFILE

CAUSE OF DONOR DEATH

Figure 9.5
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Age and Gender Distribution

In Australia in 2003 there were 9% (16 donors)
65 years or older. This was slightly more than
in 2002 (14 donors), but similar in 2001. The
oldest donor was 85.3 years.

The mean age for donors in Australia in-
creased to 42.7 years in 2003 from 38.7 years in
2002. The mean age for Australian mainland
States ranged from 38.3 years in Western
Australia to 50.2 years in the ACT. The
Northern Territory had one donor aged 56.9
years.

The median age for Australia increased from
40.8 in 2002 to 45.5 in 2003. The age range was
between 11.5 months and 85.3 years.

In New Zealand in 2003 the mean age de-
creased to 38 years from 40.3 years in 2002 and
the median age to 39.7 years from 42.6 years
previously. Two donors  (5%) were aged 65
years or older. The age range was 13 to 75.1
years.

Figure 9.5 shows the cause of death for all
organ donors in Australia since 1989 and for
New Zealand since 1993.

The primary cause of death was cerebrovas-
cular accident (CVA), (48% of all Australian
donors and 53% of all New Zealand donors).

Figure 9.6 shows detailed cause of death by
gender for 2003.

Figure 9.7 shows that CVA is the main cause
of  death in donors 55 years and older, 73%
in Australia and 89% in New Zealand,
whereas in the 15-34 year age group, trauma
accounted for 67% of  all deaths in Australia
and 56% in New Zealand in 2003.
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SUMMARY - ORGANS REQUESTED, CONSENT GIVEN,
RETRIEVED AND TRANSPLANTED

8.9erugiF

3002-9991laveirteRnagrOelpitluMotdnerT

fo.oN
snagrO

ailartsuA dnalaeZweN
9991 0002 1002 2002 3002 9991 0002 1002 2002 3002

elgniS %71 %12 %91 %91 %81 %12 %7 %91 %5.31 %7
owT %03 %92 %23 %42 %72 %44 %24 %13 %34 %82
eerhT %72 %42 %12 %52 %02 %32 %43 %22 %03 %52
ruoF %32 %02 %91 %42 %62 %01 %51 %52 %5.31 %53
eviF %3 %6 %9 %8 %9 %2 %2 %3 %0 %5

9.9erugiF

3002laveirteRnagrOelpitluMfonosirapmoCetatSybetatS

fo.oN
snagrO

dlQ WSN TCA .ciV .saT AS TN AW .tsuA .Z.N
elgniS )%3(1 )%82(31 )%05(4 )%71(7 )%0(0 )%81(4 )%001(1 )%6(1 )%81(13 )%7(3
owT )%82(11 )%71(8 )%52(2 )%43(41 )%0(0 )%54(01 )%0(0 )%81(3 )%72(84 )%82(11
eerhT )%13(21 )%22(01 )%0(0 )%01(4 )%05(1 )%32(5 )%0(0 )%32(4 )%02(63 )%52(01
ruoF )%33(31 )%71(8 )%0(0 )%73(51 )%0(0 )%41(3 )%0(0 )%14(7 )%62(64 )%53(41
eviF )%5(2 )%51(7 )%52(2 )%2(1 )%05(1 )%0(0 )%0(0 )%21(2 )%9(51 )%5(2

latoT 93 64 8 14 2 22 1 71 671 04

:BN nagro1=sgnul2,nagro1=syendik2
.nagroenosadenifedoslasisiht,deveirtersiyendikenoylnonehwsnoisacconO

The information relating to the request for organ donation
refers only to those patients who become organ donors. If
consent was sought and refused, the Registry has no
record of these potential donors.

The difference between a request and a consent is a known
objection by the donor or family refusal for the specific
organ. Reasons for not requesting organs, not retrieving
and not transplanting are documented for all of the specific
organs.

In 2003, retrieval of four or more organs per donor in-
creased in both Australia and New Zealand. New Zealand

displayed a statistically significant increase from 13.5%
(from 38 donors) in 2002, to 35% (from 40 donors) in 2003
(fig.9.8).

Queensland, Victoria, Tasmania, Western Australia and
South Australia had more multiple organ retrievals than
single organ retrievals. This was also replicated in New
Zealand. New South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory
and the Northern Territory had more single organ retrievals
than multiple organ retrievals. However it is important to
note that by virtue of the small sample size in some Austral-
ian states and territories, the data in Figure 9.9 be inter-
preted cautiously.
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KIDNEY DONATION

Figure 9.12
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Outcome of Request for Kidney Donation 2003

ORGAN RECIPIENTS TRANSPLANTED
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Australia had 3.5 and New Zealand 3.8
organ  recipients per donor used for
transplantation in 2003.The number of
recipients transplanted is used for this
calculation, rather than the number of
organs. Tasmania had the highest
number of organs transplanted, 4.5 per
donor, followed by Queensland 4.0,
Western Australia 3.7, New South Wales
3.6, Victoria and the ACT 3.2, South
Australia 2.9 and the Northern Territory
2.0. These figures exclude tissue
transplantation (such as bone, corneas).




