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The aim of this study was to examine predictors of
locations of dialysis in Australia.

The cohort included people who began dialysis
treatment between the 1st of April 1991 (the time
from which co-morbidities were collected) to the 31st

of March 2003 inclusive. Patients under the age of 15
were excluded.  A total of 14,178 patients from
Australia at first treatment were included in this study.

Multinomial logistic regression was used to perform a
number of univariate analyses. The dependent
variable was the place at which a patient was
dialysing at one year after start of dialysis, and was
categorised as either being on ‘home peritoneal
dialysis’ or ‘home haemodialysis’. The third possibility
was that the patient is ‘not dialysing at home’; this
was the base outcome. One year was chosen rather
than the three month modality as 21% of patients ‘Not
dialysing at home’ changed place of modality and

would have been incorrectly classified if the three
month modality were used (fig 13.1).

The patient-level independent variables analysed were
gender, age at initial treatment, ethicity, centre size, co-
morbid conditions at entry, diseases at entry and
location (metropolitan or rural) (fig 13.4). Coding of
location was determined by using postcodes at entry.
Each postcode was linked to a statistical-sub-division
(SSD). A number of postcodes crossed SSD
boundaries so in these instances the areas were
manually coded as rural and metropolitan.

Each of these factors were significant predictors of
outcome. Two multivariate models of the predictors
were then constructed. The first model only included
patient specific factors, together with centre size. The
second included the geographical location.
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