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ORGAN DONORS IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

(Summarised from the Australia and New Zealand Organ Donation Registry Report 2003)
For more detail please refer to Website: www.anzdata.org.au
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In 2002 donor figures include two donors from New South
Wales who went to the operating room but organs were not
retrieved because of a suspicious lung lesion in one and
disease of the liver in the other (being the only suitable organ
for transplantation for each donor).

In 2002, there was a range between mainland  States of 8
donors per million population (dpmp)  in New South Wales and
Western Australia, to 20 dpmp in South Australia.

In New Zealand one donor was found to have a gastric tumour.

Historically the comparison of organ donation rates
between states and countries has been based upon
donors dpmp.

However, using the number of deaths and therefore the
ability of a deceased person to be a donor as the denomi-
nator may be a more reasonable way of comparing dona-
tion rates (fig 9.2).

Australian data on deaths for 2002 are not available until
August of 2003. New Zealand data include 2002.
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DONOR PROFILE

Age and Gender Distribution

The mean age for donors de-
creased to 38.7 years in 2002 from
40.0 years in 2001. In Australia in
2002 there were 7% (14) donors 65
years or older. This is a slight
decrease from 9% (16) in 2001.
The oldest donor was 78.8 years.

When comparing Australian
mainland States, the mean age
ranged from 44 years in Victoria to
the lowest 26.5 years in Western
Australia .

CAUSE OF DONOR DEATH Figure 9.5
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Figure 9.5 shows the cause of death for all
organ donors in Australia since 1989 and
for New Zealand since 1993. The primary
cause of death was cerebrovascular acci-
dent (CVA) (48% of all Australian donors
and 53% of all New Zealand donors).

Figure 9.6 shows detailed cause of death by
each gender for 2002.

Figure 9.7 shows that CVA is responsible
for 85% of all deaths in donors 55 years
and older, whereas in the 15-34 year age
group, trauma accounted for 56% of all
deaths, compared to 61% in 2001.
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ORGAN RECIPIENTS TRANSPLANTED

The information relating to the request for organ donation
refers only to those patients who become organ donors. If
consent was sought and refused, the Registry has no record
of these potential donors.

SUMMARY - ORGANS REQUESTED, CONSENT GIVEN,
RETRIEVED AND TRANSPLANTED
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Australia had 3.5 and New Zealand 3.2 organ recipients
per donor used for transplantation in 2002.

For the purpose of this calculation, the number of recipi-
ents transplanted is used, rather than the number of
organs.
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Tasmania had the highest number of organs transplanted,
4.3 per donor, followed by the ACT 4.0, Queensland 3.7,
Victoria and Western Australia 3.6, New South Wales and
South Australia 3.4 and the Northern Territory 2.5. These
figures exclude tissue transplantation.

The difference between a request and a consent is a known
objection by the donor or family refusal forthe specific
organ. Reasons for not requesting organs, not retrieving and
not transplanting are documented for all of the specific
organs.
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KIDNEY DONATION

Figure 9.12
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  Total Donors  206

  No request for kidney
      donation    5

  Request for donation  201

  No consent given  0

   Consent given  201 Donors

  Kidneys not retrieved  22

   Kidneys retrieved  380

Kidneys not transplanted  3

      Kidneys Transplanted  377
    (372 Recipients Transplanted)

   Kidneys en bloc 4
            Double adult  1

  Total Donors  38

No request for kidney
donation    0

  Request for donation  38

No consent given  0

  Consent given  38  Donors

Kidneys not retrieved  6

   Kidneys retrieved  70

       Kidney not transplanted  1

       Kidneys Transplanted  69

          (69 Recipients Transplanted)

Australia New Zealand

Outcome of Request for Kidney Donation 2002


