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AUSTRALIA

During the past year, there was an
increase of 363 (5%) in the total
number of prevalent dialysis
patients. There were 7,205 patients
(366 per million) receiving dialysis
treatment at the end of the year to
31st December, 2002.

The distribution of these patients
across the modalities continues to
slowly change (fig 4.1, 4.3). The
majority (71%) were out of hospital:
35% were dialysing at home and
37% in satellite centres.

Sixteen percent of all prevalent
dialysis patients were using
continuous ambulatory peritoneal
dialysis, 28% hospital based
haemodialysis, 37% satellite
haemodialysis, 11% home
haemodialysis and 8% automated
peritoneal dialysis.

Automated peritoneal dialysis
continues to increase each year. In
2002 the increase was 21% (607
patients) compared to 501 patients
in 2001 and 389 patients in 2000.
Satellite haemodialysis increased by
9%  and continuous ambulatory
peritoneal dialysis continues to
decrease;  11% (1,163 patients) in
2002 from 1,308 patients in 2001.

Forty four percent of all dialysis
patients were 65 years and older and
75 patients (1%) were 85 years or
more, an increase of 83% in 2002.
An increase occurred in all age
groups 45 years or older, especially
in the age groups 65-84 years (8%,
236 patients) (fig 4.4).
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The effect of age on selection of
dialysis method and location is
shown in the Appendix (page 6). For
those <15 years, peritoneal dialysis
was used in 69% (63% in 2001), for
25-34 years 19%, for 65-84 years
26% and >85 years 35%.

The number of patients rose in all
States. The number of dialysis
patients in relation to population in
each State is shown in Figure 4.2.

In relation to State population, the
highest prevalence rate of dialysis
patients was in the Northern
Territory (1,172 per million), with rates
in other states similar; range 300 to
397 per million (fig 4.2).

Figure 4.3

Figure 4.4
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Figures 4.1, 4.2, 4.5 and 4.6.

There was an 8% increase in dialysis
patient numbers from 2001 to 2002,
mainly in the age groups 55-64, 65-74
and 75-84 years. Sixty two percent of
patients were treated with a form of
home dialysis (including 77%
peritoneal dialysis patients).

Home automated peritoneal dialysis
continues to become more popular
(133 patients in December 2002
from 112 patients in 2001).

Continuous ambulatory peritoneal
dialysis, whilst still the dominant
mode of all dialysis, decreased from
41% in 2001 to 40% in 2002.

Together, satellite and hospital
haemodialysis accounted for 38% of
patients in 2002, the same as the
previous year. Satellite haemodialysis
has increased 24% (227 patients in
2002, from 183 patients in 2001).
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LATE REFERRAL RELATED TO TREATMENT AT 90 DAYS

Figure 4.7
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Figure 4.7 shows the association of late referral with survival outcomes. The
numbers for New Zealand are too small to draw conclusions, however, late

referral to a nephrologist in Australia is associated with poorer survival.


